WHAT IS GLAD?

The Guided Language Acquisition Design

GLAD is a model of professional development in the area of language acquisition and
literacy. The strategies and model promote English language acquisition, academic
achievement, and cross-cultural skills. GLAD was developed and field tested for nine
years in the Fountain Valley School District and is based on years of experience with

ntegrated approaches for teaching language. Tied to standards, the model trains teachers
to provide access to core curriculum using local district guidelines and curriculum.

GLAD is an instructional model with clear, practical strategies promoting positive,
effective interactions among students and between teachers and students. GLAD
develops metacognitive use of high level, academic language and literacy. During the
staff development, teachers are provided with the instructional strategies, the theory and
research that support the model, and the curriculum model that brings these all together in
the context of district and state frameworks and standards. The second part of the
training is a demonstration session in the classroom where the model is demonstrated with

students.

GLAD training results in teachers’ renewed commitment to high expectations and high
standards for all students. The results for students have been continued gains in
standardized test scores as well as renewed involvement in a classroom that is, not only
student-centered, but fosters a sense of identity and voice.

GLAD is a United States Department of Education, OBEMLA, Project of Academic
Excellence; a California Department of Education Exemplary Program, a model reform
program for the Comprehensive School Reform Design, and training model for five
Achieving Schools Award Winners. It was the recommended K-8 project by the
California State ‘Superintendent of Schools for teachers of English learners. It is also
highlighted as a California Department of Education “Best Practices” program for Title

I1I professional development funding.



